
1/3 
 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE 

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

TUESDAY, 2nd MARCH 2021 

 
The Meeting commenced at 18.01 

1. Those Present Also, in Attendance 

 Helen Cerullo (Co-Chair)             
Nicola Everhard (Co-Chair) 
Lindsey Green 
Alex Hart  
Natalie Lawday          
Alexandra Robbins 
Andrew Rome 
Mark Veale 

HC 
NE 
LG 
AH 
NL 
AR 
RM 
MV 

Roger Slater  
 
 

SL (Clerk) 
 

2. Those Absent Actions 

 There were no absentees.   

3. Declarations of Interest  

 As a standing declaration, the interests were noted of governors 
who are employed by the School and of those who are parents of 
children attending the School. 

 

4. Arrangements for Reopening the School on 8th March 2021  

 Prior to the meeting governors received via email the following 
documents: 

 BPS Re-opening Risk Assessment Jan 2021 V1.8 
 Re-opening newsletter March 2021 

 
The following matters were discussed: 

(i) HC explained that the purpose of the meeting is to 
review the updates that have been made to the Covid-
19 Risk Assessment and to review the Newsletter copy. 
Once approved the Risk Assessment will be published 
on the website. 

 
Risk Assessment 

(ii) HC shared the RA on screen. AR explained that the RA 
has been updated following DfE guidance about re-
oping schools and any amendments to the previous 
version are highlighted in red.  

(iii) Governors then worked through the document to note 
the amendments that have been made and HC 
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corrected any errors on screen. Governors asked a 
number of questions: 
GQ: On page 5 under control measures, could you 
explain why you have decided o stagger drop off and 
pick-up times? 
A: This will be more like it was last September to ensure 
that there isn’t any crowding at the gates. 
GQ: Is it a new section on page 17? 
A: Yes. It’s taken straight from Government guidance. 
All these measures are being actioned by staff. 

(iv) Governors voted unanimously to approve version 1.8 of 
the RA. It was agreed that the date of review should be 
changed to 2nd March 2021.  

(v) SL will notify the CEO that governors have approved 
version 1.8 of the RA in time for the Trustee’s meting on 
Wednesday.  

 
Newsletter Copy 

(vi) GQ: Is the ‘No bags’ rule new?  
A: Yes. It was asked for by staff. 
GQ: I’m concerned that it may make children’s lives 
more difficult and perhaps cause them to lose things. Is 
it really a risk? 
A: In discussion with staff a concern was identified 
about the storage of bags and the need to maintain 
social distance. Bags are usually kept in the corridors 
which would cause a problem if children were moving in 
a corridor while others were accessing their bags. 
Having them inside the classrooms, e.g. under desks 
would create a tripping hazard. They only really need a 
bag for their lunch and water bottles, but some children 
have very large ruck sacks which take up a lot of space. 
A discussion ensued, at the end of which it was agreed 
that EYFS/KS1 children could use their book bags 
instead of their school bag and that KS2 children would 
be asked not to bring bags at all. 

(vii) GQ: With classrooms needing to be kept well ventilated, 
I wonder whether parents realise that their children will 
need to wear a jumper. Could we suggest that children 
have layers of clothing? 
A: Good idea.  

(viii) GQ: The link to the RA in the newsletter doesn’t work. 
Can this be fixed? HC agreed to explore the issue.  

(ix) AR will produce a final copy of the of the newsletter as 
soon as possible.  
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Staff Wellbeing 
(x) GQ: Are staff happy about the school re-opening? 

NL: People are looking forward to it. Remote learning 
has been a greater strain on staff.  

(xi) GQ: How did you manage to get 50% of staff booked in 
for a vaccination? 
A: It’s the Nursery and EYFS staff and those involved in 
wrap around care who make up most of the cohort 
together with those who could be offered it on health 
grounds. 

5. A.O.B.  

 None.  

6. Dates of Next and Future Meetings  

  17th March 2021 

 12th May 2021 

 30th June 2021 
The meeting closed at 18.29 

 

 

Signed as a true record: ____H Cerullo________________________  Date: ____13/3/21________ 

Chair 


